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Matihiko Mā Tātau? 
Who Shall be our 
Digital Guardian as 
Indigenous 
Entrepreneurs? 

A lack of engagement among indigenous peoples in the digital sector is 
widespread, and yet, a common desire among them is also evident to 
change this. In New Zealand, the government supports improving Māori 
participation in the digital sector. 
Māori themselves seek mastery in the digital sector. This paper 
contributes to the emerging theme of Māori digital leadership from a 
perspective that is values-based and grounded in a Māori worldview. This 
paper considers the role of atua Māori (traditional Māori spiritual 
beings) for the protection of Maori and non-Māori as we encounter the 
digital realm. A digital initiative of Ngāti Ruanui called 2NuiCODE is 
examined as a case study of how technology, leadership and 
entrepreneurship are intersecting in tribal institutions. 
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